140         THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
elusions from the striking resemblances between the
ceremonies observed in the worship of village deities
among the Telugus, Canarese, and Tamils, as the value
of all evidence of this kind is largely discounted by the
unifying influence of the  great Vijayanagar empire.
For about 250 years, from A.D. 1326 to A.D. 1565, the
whole   of   South   India was united under this great
empire, which had its capital on the Tungabhadra River,
and formed the main bulwark of Hinduism against the
advance of the Muhammadans.   The capital itself was
of vast extent, and gathered together men and women
of all races from every part of South India.    It must
have formed, therefore, a great centre for the fusion of
different ideas and customs;  and, when the  City of
Vijayanagar was captured and rased to the ground by
the Muhammadans in A.D. 1565, Tamils, Telugus, and
Canarese may well have carried home with them many
new ideas and customs borrowed from one another.
We cannot assume, therefore, that, because a custom is
widespread in the Tamil, Telugu, or Canarese country
now, it was necessarily widespread before the founda-
tion of the Vijayanagar empire.   Allowing, however,
for   this   possible   borrowing   of   religious rites and
ceremonies, the resemblances between the rites in all
three countries are very striking.   Such a curious cere-
mony as that of cutting off the right fore-leg and put-
ting it into the mouth of the victim, which is found to
exist all over the three countries in various villages
and towns, might possibly have been borrowed; but the
general resemblance in type, which underlies all local
differences of custom, can hardly have been due to this
cause, and the general impression left by a study of the
various festivals and sacrifices in the three countries
would be, I think, that they all belong to a common
system and had a common origin.
In the same way caution is needed in drawing con-
clusions from the resemblances between the worship of
the village deities and the Brahmanical cults of Vislmu
aacl Siva. The two systems of religion have existed
side by side in the tc#ns and villages for many centuries,